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GCC 
PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  

LEAVES  AND  ABSENCES

(Absent Without Leave)

Employed personnel of the District may wish or be required to be absent for several reasons:

●  Those beyond their control, such as personal illness or injury (including pregnancy),
jury duty, military service or emergencies.

●   Those governed by compassion or conviction, such as family illness, bereavement,
religious observance, and other personal reasons.

●   Those stemming from occupational status, such as attendance at meetings,
conventions, in-service training courses and seminars, and other patterns of additional
study when approved by the Superintendent and/or the Governing Board.

●  Those provided by scheduled vacations.

The Governing Board recognizes that absences for any such reasons are justifiable and will, to
the extent that the welfare of the educational program and the fiscal resources of the District
will allow, look with favor upon establishing mutually agreeable arrangements for such
employee absences.  The Governing Board shall also authorize the award of leaves of absence
that are required by law.

Unauthorized  Leave

Definition:

●  Unauthorized leave may include, but is not limited to, individual or collective refusals to
provide service, unauthorized use of sick leave, unauthorized use of other leave benefits,
nonattendance at required meetings, and failure to perform assigned supervisory
functions at school-sponsored activities.

●   An employee is deemed to be on unauthorized leave at such time and on such
occasions as the employee chooses to be absent from required duties.

Disciplinary action:

●  Unauthorized leave shall constitute a breach of contract and, therefore, may result in
the initiation of such disciplinary action, including dismissal, as may be deemed
appropriate.

●   Beginning on the first (1st) day of unauthorized leave, no warrant shall be drawn in
favor of any employee who has not faithfully performed all duties prescribed, except as to
such duties as have already been performed.

Verification of absence:

●  The Superintendent, associate to the Superintendent, or supervisor of the employee
may require a physician's statement or other verification as to an employee's claimed sick
leave or other reason for absence.  For leave requests other than those made under the
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Family and Medical Leaves Act, such verification shall be made within five (5) days of
request therefor.  For family and medical leaves of absence, such verification shall be
made within fifteen (15) days of request therefor.

Leaves  with  Pay

With approval by the employee's supervisor, paid sick leave may be granted for the following
purposes, subject to specific criteria set forth elsewhere in these policies or regulations:

●  Personal illness or injury, which includes pregnancy-related conditions;

●  Family illness; quarantine.

With approval by the employee's supervisor, paid leave may be granted for the following
purposes, subject to specific criteria set forth elsewhere in these policies or regulations:

●  Bereavement leave.

●  Jury duty and material witness service (see Policy GCCD).

●  Professional leave approved by the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee
in accordance with Policy GCCC.

●  Sabbatical leave approved by the Governing Board in accordance with Policy GCCF.

Paid leave shall be granted for the following purposes, subject to specific criteria set forth
elsewhere in these policies and regulations:

●  Military leave associated with the Arizona National Guard for a period not to exceed
what is specified in the employee's military orders. (See Policy GCCD.)

●  If an employee who is eligible for family and medical leave elects to substitute paid
leave to which the employee is entitled for all or a portion of otherwise unpaid family and
medical leave in accordance with Regulation GCCC-R.

Reference should be made to specific policies or regulations for criteria for leave with pay.

Adopted:  date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:  
A.R.S.  
15-341

http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00341.htm
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GCCA
PROFESSIONAL  STAFF 

SICK  LEAVE

Note:  Per Governing Board Policy GCCAA (Professional/Support Staff Earned Paid Sick
Time), the first forty (40) hours of accrued sick leave each fiscal year will also be deemed
"Earned Paid Sick Time" in accordance with the "Fair Wages and Healthy Families Act." 
Please see Policy GCCAA (Professional/Support Staff Earned Paid Sick Time) for its
application.

Definition

The term personal illness includes pregnancy, childbirth, pregnancy-related issues, and other
related medical conditions, and all conditions described as "Family Illness; Quarantine," set
forth below.

Eligibility

Professional staff personnel employed twenty (20) hours per week or more are eligible for
accumulated sick leave.  All instructional and other certificated personnel may use any or all
accrued sick leave in approved cases, or in substitution for family and medical leave when such
leave is taken because of an eligible employee's own serious health condition that renders the
employee unable to perform the functions of the assigned position or the serious health
condition of the employee's spouse, child or parent in accordance with Policy GCCC (Family
and Medical Leave Ace [FMLA]).  If an employee elects to substitute paid sick leave for family
and medical leave in accordance with Policy GCCC restrictions on the use of paid sick leave
set forth in this policy that are contrary to those set forth in Policy GCCC shall not apply.  An
employee electing such substitution need only comply with any notice requirements applicable
to the use of paid sick leave, and not with the more stringent notice and certification
requirements set forth in Policy GCCC, unless the employee's paid leave period is followed by
a period of unpaid family and medical leave.  The limitations on the use of sick leave applicable
to employees who have abortions shall remain applicable to the substitution of paid sick leave
for family and medical leave taken in accordance with Policy GCCC.

Earned  Sick  Leave

Any new employee or an employee who has accrued less than five (5) days of sick leave from
previous years shall, for the purposes of any personal illness during the first five (5) months of
any contract year, be deemed to have already earned those first five (5) days of sick leave.  If
an employee uses those five (5) days of sick leave but does not subsequently earn them, and if
employment with the District is terminated for any reason, the District shall not be entitled to
recover for those used sick days.  In an instance when an employee in this category shall begin
the term of service with the District after the beginning of the school year, the length of sick
leave for that year shall be prorated according to the months remaining in the school year.

Sick leave may be taken in increments of one (1) hour.

Deductions  upon  Exhaustion
of  Sick  Leave

A nonexempt staff employee will not be paid for hours that such employee is absent from work
due to personal illness, once the employee has exhausted the employee's total earned sick
leave and allotted personal leave.
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When an exempt staff employee has exhausted the employee's total earned sick leave and
allotted personal leave, the District may deduct pay from such employee's salary for the time of
the employee's absence in excess of the employee's earned sick leave an allotted personal
leave.

Unpaid  Extended  Leave

An employee who has used the total allowed paid sick leave may be placed on an unpaid
extended leave of absence status by applying for such leave in accordance with Policy GCCC,
Professional Staff Leaves of Absence without Pay.

Sick  Leave  Accrual

Eligible Academic Year employees may accrue a maximum of eight (8) days per contract year
(0.03847 hours of sick leave for each hour worked).  Eligible Fiscal Year employees may
accrue a maximum of ten (10) days per contract year (0.03847 hours of sick leave for each
hour scheduled to be worked).  Eligible employees working on the any other work schedule will
be credited sick leave that shall be computed at the same ratio that the number of employed
hours bears to full-time employment.  There is no limit to the amount of sick leave that may be
accrued.  Accrued sick leave may be accumulated from year to year.

Upon retirement, resignation or termination for inadequacy of classroom performance or other
cause, the District will pay for all unused sick leave at the rate established by the Governing
Board for such purpose.

The procedure for payment of unused sick leave will be as set forth in the fringe benefit
schedule for certificated employees.  Due to the nature of this program, employees who seek
voluntary resignation, after accepting their contracts and prior to working during the contract
year, will not be eligible for this option.

Approved  Sick  Leave

Eligible employees may be granted sick leave when they are unable to perform their duties
because of personal illness, injury or because they must be absent from work for the purpose
of obtaining health-related services not available before or after regular working hours.

Approved  Absence  without  Pay

With approval by the supervisor, employees not eligible for sick leave benefits may be absent
without pay because of personal illness, injury or for the purpose of obtaining health-related
services available only during regular working hours.

Procedures  and  Controls

Sick leave should be approved in advance whenever possible.  Sudden illness that results in
absence must be reported to the employee's supervisor as early as possible.  Family and
medical leave taken pursuant to Policy GCCC is subject to the requirements and procedures
set forth therein.

Should there be reason to believe that sick leave is being abused, the employee's supervisor
may require verification of illness by means of a physician's statement or through other
appropriate methods.  If it is determined by the District that sick leave is being abused, such
sick leave benefits shall be reduced or terminated with respect to that occurrence immediately.

The Human Resources Department shall periodically review sick leave usage and submit
reports to supervisors.
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Illness  during  Authorized  Holiday

If an authorized holiday falls within a period of absence caused by illness, sick leave for the
holiday period will not be charged to an employee.  It is the responsibility of the employee to
report such illness to the immediate supervisor.

Addendum

Federal policy, when in conflict with this policy, shall apply to staff members who are employed
under federal regulations.

Family  Illness; Quarantine

Family Illness:

With approval by the principal or the supervisor, an employee may be absent because of illness
in the family (family to be defined by the employee) provided that such absence shall be
deducted from the employee's sick leave.

At an employee's option, paid sick leave for family illness may be substituted for all or a portion
of otherwise unpaid family and medical leave taken by an eligible employee to care for a
spouse, child or parent with a serious health condition pursuant to Policy GCCC.  Such
substitution is not subject to principal or supervisor approval.

Should there be reason to believe that absence due to family illness is being abused, the
employee's supervisor may require verification of illness by means of a physician's statement or
through other appropriate methods.  If it is determined that the absence due to family illness if
being abused, such sick leave benefits shall be reduced or terminated with respect to that
occurrence immediately.

Quarantine:

In case of absence due to quarantine, the employee may receive full pay to the extent of all
earned sick leave. Once all accumulated leave is exhausted, an employee who remains under
quarantine will be granted leave of absence without pay for the duration of the quarantine.

Substitute

The Human Resources Department is called to make provision for a substitute as may be
needed.

Adopted:  July 11, 2017

LEGAL REF.: 
A.R.S. 
15-187
15-502
23-363
23-364
23-371
23-372
23-373
23-374
23-375

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00187.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00502.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00363.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00364.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00371.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00372.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00373.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00374.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00375.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
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CROSS REF.: 
GCBA - Professional Staff Salary SchedulesCROSS REF.: 
GCCAA - Professional/Support Staff Earned Paid Sick Time

https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=349&z2collection=amphitheater
https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=992&z2collection=amphitheater
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GCCA-R 

REGULATION

PROFESSIONAL  STAFF
SICK  LEAVE

(Sick Leave Buyback)

Sick  Leave  Payoff

Certificated employees who received pay for accrued sick leave at the time of termination shall,
if reemployed within six (6) weeks of the next consecutive school year, be provided an
opportunity to buy back the same number of accrued days of sick leave at the same monetary
rate for which the District paid such employees at the time of termination.  However, an
administrative charge of one (1) day of accrued sick leave will be assessed in the event of a
buyback.

For example, an employee who received sick leave compensation for eight (8) days at the rate
of twenty-five dollars ($25) per day for a total of two hundred dollars ($200) at the time of
termination will be allowed to buy back seven (7) days (eight [8] days minus the one [1]-day
charge) for two hundred dollars ($200).  An employee will not be allowed to buy back more or
less than the exact number of days for which compensation was received at termination.

A certificated employee must make such decision and repayment within three (3) weeks of
reemployment.  The decision to take advantage of this opportunity must be relayed promptly to
the payroll office, and repayment will be accepted by the payroll office in the form of a personal
check made out to Amphitheater Public Schools.

No  Sick  Leave  Payoff

A certificated employee who did not work a full contract year and, therefore, did not receive sick
leave payoff at the time of termination, will, if reemployed within six (6) weeks of the next
consecutive fiscal and/or school year, be credited with any sick leave accrual on the books at
the time of termination as stipulated by individual attendance records.
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GCCA-E

EXHIBIT

PROFESSIONAL  STAFF
SICK  LEAVE

PAYMENT FOR  UNUSED SICK LEAVE UPON SEPARATION

If one (1) year notice is not provided, the District reserves the right to delay the payment until
budget capacity is available.

 
Hired
before
1/1/1984

Hired on or after 1/1/1984
but before 7/1/1998

Hired on or after 7/1/1998
with at least 7 years of
service

Retiring

Certified,
Professional
Non-Teaching
and
Administration

Maximum
of $144.74
per day

Maximum of $144.74 per
day, up to 150 days, or
accrued days at
6/30/1998,
whichever is greater

$85 per day at the time of
separation, up to 100 days

Separating
Without
Retiring

Certified,
Professional
Non-Teaching
and
Administration

Maximum
of $144.74
per day

$110 per day up to 150
days, or accrued days at
6/30/1998, whichever is
greater

$42.50 per day, up to 100
days

There is no sick leave payout for employees with less than seven (7) years of service at time of
separation.

For questions regarding your sick leave payout, please contact your Payroll Specialist.
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GCCAA
PROFESSIONAL / SUPPORT  STAFF 

EARNED  PAID  SICK  TIME

Definition

The first forty (40) hours of accrued sick leave each fiscal year will be deemed earned paid sick
time (EPST).  The District will properly account for and provide employees EPST in accordance
with the "Fair Wages and Healthy Families Act." 

Accrual

All employees, whether full-time, part-time or substitute, will begin to accrue EPST on the later
of July 1, 2017 or the commencement of employment.  Any person who performs work as an
independent contractor or as a volunteer will not accrue EPST.

Employees will accrue EPST at the rate of one (1) hour for thirty (30) hours worked (0.03333
hours of sick leave for each hour worked), with a maximum accrual and use limit of forty (40)
hours per fiscal year, beginning July 1 and ending June 30.  Full-time certificated employees
and classified employees who are exempt from the FLSA overtime rules will be assumed to
work forty (40) hours in each workweek for purposes of EPST accrual.  Such employees who
work part-time will accrue EPST proportionately.

An employee may not use more than forty (40) hours of EPST in one (1) fiscal year.  Accrued
EPST that is not used in one (1) fiscal year will carry over to the next fiscal year.  However, use
of EPST is limited to forty (40) hours per fiscal year, regardless of the amount of EPST accrued
by the employee.

If an employee is also entitled to earn sick leave pursuant to Governing Board Policy GCCA
(Professional Staff Sick Leave) or GDCA (Support Staff Sick Leave), the first forty (40) hours of
sick leave will be considered EPST.  All earned sick leave, other than the first forty (40) hours,
will accrue and may be used by the employee as permitted by the sick leave rules contained in
policy GCCA or GDCA.

EPST  Uses

Employees may use EPST only for: 

●   The employee's preventive medical care; medical diagnosis, care, or treatment for
mental or physical illness; or convalescence from mental or physical illness, injury, or
health condition.

●  Care of a family member who needs preventive medical care; medical diagnosis, care,
or treatment for mental or physical illness; or convalescence from mental or physical
illness, injury, or health condition.

●  Care of the employee’s child if the child's school or place of care has been closed by
order of a public official due to a public health emergency.

●   Care of a family member during a confinement directed by health authorities or a
health care provider because of exposure to a communicable disease.

●   The following victim assistance services, due to domestic violence, sexual violence,
abuse or stalking, for the employee or a family member: 
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■   Medical attention needed to recover from physical or psychological injury or
disability;

■  Services from a domestic violence or sexual violence program or victim services
organization;

■  Psychological or other counseling;

■  Relocation or taking steps to secure an existing home; or

■  Legal services, including preparing for or participating in a civil or criminal legal
proceeding.

As used in this Policy, "family member" means: 

●  Regardless of age, a biological, adopted or foster child, a stepchild or legal ward, a
child of a domestic partner, a child to whom the employee stands in loco parentis, or an
individual to whom the employee stood in loco parentis when the individual was a minor;

●  A biological, foster, stepparent, or adoptive parent of legal guardian of an employee or
an employee's spouse or domestic partner or a person who stood in loco parentis when
the employee or employee’s spouse or domestic partner was a minor child;

●  A person to whom the employee is legally married under the laws of any state, or a
domestic partner of an employee as registered under the laws of any state or political
subdivision;

●  A grandparent, grandchild, or sibling (whether of a biological, foster, adoptive, or step
relationship) of the employee or the employee’s spouse or domestic partner; or

●   Any other individual related by blood or affinity whose close association with the
employee is the equivalent of a family relationship.

EPST  Rules

The following rules apply to an employee’s accrual and use of EPST:

●   The employee will request EPST by giving notice to his/her immediate supervisor. 
Notification by telephone, e-mail or text message is acceptable.

●  The employee will request EPST at the earliest opportunity.  A request for EPST will
include the expected duration of the absence, if known.  Unless EPST for a planned
absence has been scheduled with the employee's immediate supervisor, the employee
will make a good faith effort to give notice of an absence no later than two (2) hours
before the start of his/her regular workday and report by 3:00p.m. on the day of the
absence whether he/she will return to work the next day.

●   When use of EPST is foreseeable, the employee will make a reasonable effort to
schedule EPST in a manner that does not unduly disrupt the operation of the District.

●   For EPST of three (3) or more consecutive workdays, the District may require the
employee to provide a health care provider's note, in writing or electronic form, or other
reasonable documentation that the EPST was used for a purpose authorized by this
policy.
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●  Classified employees may use EPST in fifteen (15)-minute increments.  Professional
employees may use EPST in one (1) hour increments.

●   The District will not reimburse an employee for unused EPST upon termination of
employment unless:

■  the unused EPST qualifies as accrued sick leave received pursuant to Policies
GCCA or GDCA, and

■   the employee is eligible for reimbursement according to Policy Regulations
GCCA-R or GDCA-R.

●   If a separated employee is rehired by the District within nine (9) months after
separation, any unused EPST will be reinstated.

No  Retaliation

The District and its employees will not retaliate or discriminate against a current or former
employee because the person exercised his/her right to use EPST.

Notices:

●  The District's paystubs will provide employees with a record of their current amount of
accrued EPST, the amount of EPST used to date, and the amount of pay received as
EPST.

●  On or before July 1, 2017, of the commencement of employment, whichever is later,
the District will provide appropriate notice stating:

■  Employees are entitled to EPST;

■  The amount of EPST that employees will accrue;

■  The terms of use of EPST under Arizona law;

■  Retaliation against employees who request or use EPST is prohibited;

■   Each employee has the right to file a complaint if EPST is denied or the
employee is subjected to retaliation for requesting or taking EPST; and

■  The contact information for the Arizona Industrial Commission (AIC).

●  The AIC's EPST rights poster will be placed in a conspicuous location in each school
and facility.

Adopted:  July 11, 2017

LEGAL REF.: 
A.R.S. 
15-187
15-502
23-363
23-364
23-371
23-372
23-373

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00187.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00502.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00363.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00364.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00371.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00372.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00373.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
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23-374
23-375

CROSS REF.: 
GCBA - Professional Staff Salary Schedules
GCCA - Professional Staff Sick Leave
GDCA - Support Staff Sick Leave

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00374.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/23/00375.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS
https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=349&z2collection=amphitheater
https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=354&z2collection=amphitheater
https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=462&z2collection=amphitheater


7/31/2020 https://policy.azsba.org/asba/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0

https://policy.azsba.org/asba/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 13/55

GCCB 
PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  PERSONAL / 

EMERGENCY / RELIGIOUS  LEAVE

Employed personnel may wish or be required to be absent for personal, emergency, or
religious reasons.  The Superintendent shall prepare regulations for these purposes.

Adopted:  date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:  
A.R.S.  
15-510

http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00510.htm
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GCCB-R 

REGULATION

PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  PERSONAL /
EMERGENCY / RELIGIOUS  LEAVE

Personal  Leave

Professional staff personnel employed twenty (20) hours per week or more are eligible for
accumulated personal leave.

Forty (40) hours of personal leave may be granted annually to full-time personnel.  Eligible
employees working on any other work schedule will be credited personal leave that shall be
computed at the same ratio that the number of employed hours bears to full-time employment. 
Said personal leave may be taken in no less than one (1) hours increments.  Such leave is
accorded without loss of pay during each school year.  Unused personal leave hours, or
portions thereof, will be added to the following year's accumulated sick leave.

The reason for this leave shall be determined by the individual and need not be revealed. 
Approval of leave shall be contingent upon the following:

●  For staff members requiring a substitute:  Each individual school may have at least two
(2) staff members, or not more than ten percent (10%) of said staff on personal leave on
any given day.

●  For staff members not requiring a substitute:  Each individual school may have at least
one (1) staff member, or not more than ten percent (10%) of said staff on personal leave
on any given day.

●   Ten percent (10%) of a site's certificated staff requiring a substitute may request
personal leave at any time.  However, for the days before and after the below listed
holidays and intersession/breaks, personal leave will be limited to seven percent (7%) of
said site staff.  Nurses are excluded from the site numbers.

Martin Luther King Day                 Veteran's Day
Rodeo Break (2)                           Thanksgiving Holiday (2)
Memorial Day                                Winter Break
Independence Day                        Winter Holiday (1)
Labor Day                                     Spring Break/Intersession

●  Personal leave before or after the above listed holidays must be requested in writing
five (5) contract days before the requested leave date.

At an employee's option, paid personal leave may be substituted, without the restrictions on the
use thereof set forth in this regulation, for all or a portion of otherwise unpaid family and
medical leave taken by an eligible employee in accordance with Policy GCCC.  If an employee
elects to substitute paid personal leave for otherwise unpaid family and medical leave, the
employee need only comply with any notice requirements applicable to the use of paid personal
leave, and not with the more stringent notice and certification requirements set forth in Policy
GCCC, unless the employee's paid leave period is followed by a period of unpaid family and
medical leave.
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Procedure

The following procedure will apply when requesting and utilizing personal leave days:

●   The employee must request this leave in writing for approval by the principal or
immediate supervisor.  A written response to a personal leave request will be issued as
soon as possible.

●   If multiple requests are received simultaneously, any remaining site allocations for
personal leave will be determined by lottery.  An administrator and a neutral certificated
staff member must be present at the lottery drawing.

●   A written record of this leave will be confidentially maintained at each
school/department for verification of exact leave days taken for forty-five (45) days, after
which, the record will be destroyed.

●  The written record shall specify the day(s) of absence so that arrangements may be
made for an appropriate substitute, and written notification denoting the absent
employee, date(s), and name of substitute shall be delivered to the human resources
division.

Deductions  upon  Exhaustion 
of  Personal  Leave

A nonexempt (hourly) staff employee will not be paid for hours that such employee is absent
from work on personal business, once such employee has exhausted the employee's total
allotted paid personal leave.

When an exempt (salaried) staff employee has exhausted the employee's total allotted paid
personal leave, the District may deduct pay from such employee's salary for the time of the
employee's absence in excess of the employee's allotted paid personal leave.

Emergency  Leave

With approval by the principal or supervisor, an employee may be absent for urgent private
business, provided that there shall be deducted from the employee's salary an amount equal to
the daily rate of teacher substitute pay times the number of days absent.  If the emergency
leave taken falls on the day before a vacation or holiday or the day following a vacation or
holiday, there will be no loss of vacation or holiday pay.

Religious  Observance  Leave

The District does not grant special religious observance holidays.  Religious holidays may be
taken in conjunction with personal leave, vacation leave or as an unpaid excused day.
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GCCC ©
PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  

LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

The District recognizes that on occasion extenuating circumstances arise that may necessitate
absence from duty that is not covered by other specific leave provisions of the District.  To
address such situations, a leave of absence, without pay, may be granted a member of the
certificated or support staff for not longer than one (1) year.

Leave of absence may be requested for, but not limited to, the following purposes:

●  Extended personal illness or injury leave, which includes pregnancy-related conditions.

●  For additional education that relates to the employee's primary assignment.  A plan of
contemplated course work must be presented.

●  For  travel that relates to the employee's primary assignment.

●  Political leave.

●  Health and hardship leave.

●  Involuntary leave.

●   For a leave of absence that benefits or is in the best interest of the District, as
determined by the Board upon review of the application.

●  For leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act.

Criteria for leave of absence without pay shall include:

●  Assurance by the principal/supervisor that the duties and responsibilities of the position
can be reassigned or filled by a temporary employee.

●   Endorsement of the principal's/supervisor's recommendation by the respective
associate superintendent.

●  Approval or recommendation for approval by the Superintendent

A leave of absence requested pursuant to this policy may be:

●   Approved by the Superintendent if the leave period does not exceed twelve (12)
weeks; or

●   Recommended by the Superintendent and approved by the Governing Board if the
leave period exceeds twelve (12) weeks.

A request for leave of absence shall not be denied by the District if the employee is entitled to
the leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act.  All other applications for leave of absence
may be granted or denied by the District, in its sole discretion.

Each request for such a leave of absence shall be in a written application stating the purpose,
starting date, and duration of the leave of absence, the reasons for its necessity or desirability,
and any other information the applicant deems relevant to the request.
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The leave of absence shall be only for the purpose and duration approved and may not be
extended without written approval by the District.  No leave of absence without pay shall be
granted for any period of time in excess of one (1) year, in accordance with state law.

All rights of continuing status (certificated teachers only), retirement, salary increments, and
other benefits shall be restored at the level earned when the leave was granted.  All accrued
sick, vacation, personal, and other paid leave shall be applied to the leave period unless
otherwise agreed to by the District or prohibited by the Family and Medical Leave Act.

When leave of absence without pay is granted, the following shall apply:

●  An employee who has taken leave must return to work the fall semester of any school
year unless the employee has received written permission from the Governing Board to
return at a different time.

●  The employee must notify the director of human resources, in writing, of intention to
resume employment.  This notification must be received by March 31 of the school year if
the employee intends to return to work in the fall semester unless such leave was granted
after that date, in which case notification shall be given no later than June 15.

●  An employee on leave shall be reinstated to the former or essentially equal position at
a compensation rate not less than the former rate, provided the employee is legally
qualified for the position, and provided, in the opinion of the Governing Board and
administration, the employee can satisfactorily meet all requirements of the position.  If
the position that the employee formerly held is eliminated, the employee shall be
reinstated to a position in the District, but is not guaranteed that it will be the same
position at the same site.

If leave is granted, all rights provided by the Arizona Revised Statutes and by the policies and
regulations of this School District for such employees and all other rights of retirement, accrued
leave with pay, salary increments, and other benefits provided by law shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the termination of the leave of absence and reinstatement to
service with the District.

Violations

Leaves of absence without pay, if granted, shall be for specified purposes only.  Unless
specifically permitted in writing, employees on leave without pay shall not engage in other
employment or in any other conduct not permitted by the terms of the leave without pay.  A
violation of this provision may result in dismissal or other disciplinary action.

Family  and  Medical  
Leave  Act  (FMLA)

The District shall fully comply with the Family and Medical Leave Act and all interim and final
regulations interpreting the FMLA issued by the U.S. Department of Labor.  Accordingly, all
portions of this policy that pertain to the FMLA shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with
the FMLA and its regulations.  Subject to the conditions set forth herein, any eligible employee
of the District may take up to twelve (12) weeks of leave (FMLA leave) measured backward for
each employee from the first time such employee uses leave under FMLA without pay, for any
one (1) or more of the following reasons:

●  Because of the birth of a child of the employee and in order to care for such child.

●  Because of the placement of a child with the employee for adoption or foster care.
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●  In order to care for the spouse or a son, daughter, or parent of the employee, if such
person has a serious health condition.

●  Because of a serious health condition that makes the employee unable to perform the
functions of the position of such employee.

●  Because of any qualifying exigency (as the Secretary shall, by regulation, determine)
arising out of the fact that the spouse, or a son, daughter, or parent of the employee is on
active duty (or has been notified of an impending call or order to active duty) in the Armed
Forces in support of a contingency operation.

An eligible employee is one who has been employed by the District at least twelve (12) months
and who has completed at least one thousand two hundred fifty (1,250) hours of service
immediately prior to the time the FMLA leave is to commence.

Serious health condition means an illness, injury, impairment, or physical condition that involves
inpatient care in a hospital, hospice, or residential medical facility, or outpatient care with
continuing medical treatment by a licensed physician.  Any employee who has been employed
by the District at least twelve (12) months and who has completed at least one thousand two
hundred fifty (1,250) hours of service immediately prior to the time the leave is to commence
shall be eligible for FMLA leave.

Special conditions applicable to FMLA.  Entitlement to leave for the birth of a child or the
placement of a child for adoption or foster care ends at the expiration of a twelve (12)-month
period, beginning on the date of the event.  An eligible employee who is the spouse, son,
daughter, parent, or next of kin of a covered servicemember shall be entitled to a total of
twenty-six (26) workweeks of leave during a twelve (12)-month period to care for the
servicemember.  The leave described to care for a covered servicemember shall only be
available during one (1) single twelve (12)-month period.

A husband and wife working for the District may be limited to a total of twelve (12) weeks of
leave during each applicable twelve (12)-month period for leave for the birth of a child or the
placement of a child for adoption or foster care and to care for an employee's parent with a
serious health condition.  The aggregate number of workweeks of leave to which both the
husband and wife may be entitled under covered servicemember family leave combined with
leave as described in the previous sentence shall be limited to twenty-six (26) workweeks
during one (1) single twelve (12)-month period.

The District shall not require an employee to substitute accrued sick leave for FMLA leave used
by reason of a birth, adoption, or foster placement.  An employee shall substitute accrued
vacation or personal leave for FMLA leave used by reason of a birth, adoption, or foster
placement, to the extent available by policy, unless otherwise agreed to by the District.  In any
other circumstance, an employee's accrued sick, vacation, personal, or other applicable leave
shall be substituted for FMLA leave, to the extent available by policy, unless otherwise agreed
to by the District.

Notice.  An employee must provide at least thirty (30) days notice before the FMLA leave is to
begin if the need for the leave is foreseeable based on an expected birth, placement for
adoption, or foster care, planned medical treatment for a serious health condition, or military
service leave of the employee or family member.  If thirty (30) days notice is not practicable,
notice must be given as soon as practicable.  The notice shall be in the form of a request for
leave of absence as specified in this policy.  The District may deny FMLA leave to any eligible
employee until such time as the employee has provided the required notice.
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Certification. All FMLA leave shall be supported by medical certificate provided by the
employee's health provider in the form of the exhibit accompanying this policy.  In any instance
where the FMLA leave must be preceded by thirty (30) days notice, the medical certificate
should accompany the request for leave of absence.  In any other instance, the medical
certificate should be provided within fifteen (15) days after the FMLA leave commences.

Certification of active military duty or call to active duty in support of a contingency operation for
purpose of receiving family leave shall be required under the same conditions as FMLA
certification for leave indicated above.

The employee may be requested (at the District's expense) to provide recertification of medical
conditions in support of leave if the District feels that the circumstances so warrant and notice is
given.  Recertification shall not be required for intervals shorter than thirty (30) days.

Whenever a medical certification or recertification is required of an employee, notice describing
such requirement and providing the form of such certification shall be provided to the
employee.  An employee shall not be denied FMLA leave or other rights under the FMLA
unless a notice required by FMLA in such situation has first been provided to the employee.

In the case of continuation, recurrence, or onset of a serious health condition to the employee,
covered family of the employee (including a servicemember being cared for by an employee)
and the employee is unable to return to work, certification issued by the health care provider of
the entity with the serious health condition shall be required to support the inability of the
employee to return to work.

Intermittent or reduced time (IRT) leave.  FMLA leave may be taken intermittently or on a
reduced leave schedule under the following circumstances:

●  If medically necessary to care for a family member or for the employee's own serious 
health condition;

●  Because of any qualifying exigency the spouse, or a son, daughter, or parent, of the
employee is on active duty, or notified of an impending call or order to active duty in
support of a contingency operation; or

●  If approved by the District.

The District may, for the term of the leave, transfer the employee to an alternative position with
equivalent pay and benefits.

If the IRT leave is for an instructional employee (one whose principal function is to instruct
students in a class, small group, or as individuals), the District can require the employee either
to take leave for a period or periods of a particular duration not greater than the duration of the
planned treatment or to transfer temporarily to an available alternative position with equivalent
pay and benefits that provides better accommodation of recurring periods of leave, provided the
leave is:

●   Requested to care for a qualifying family member or as a result of the employee's
serious health condition preventing job performance;

●  Foreseeable, based upon planned medical treatment; and

●  For more than twenty percent (20%) of the working days in the leave period.

The employee may be granted leave under these circumstances, subject to reasonable efforts
to schedule treatment so as not to unduly disrupt the educational program.
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Special end-of-semester circumstances for instructional employees.  Under each of the
following conditions, leave for an instructional employee may be required to continue to the end
of the academic semester:

●  Leave begins more than five (5) weeks before the end of the semester, leave is for at
least three (3) weeks, and return to employment would occur during the last three (3)
weeks of the semester.

●  Leave other than for the employee's serious health condition begins within the last five
(5) weeks of the semester, leave is for greater than two (2) weeks duration, and return to
employment would occur during the last two (2) weeks of the semester.

●   Leave other than for the employee's serious health condition begins within the last
three (3) weeks of the semester and leave exceeds five (5) working days.

Employee notification. With each request for FMLA leave, the employee shall be notified:

●  About FMLA by provision of the FMLA fact sheet (Exhibit EE).

●  As appropriate concerning the expectations, obligations, and consequences of taking
FMLA leave per 29 C.F.R. 825.301 of FMLA.

●   That FMLA leave may be withheld until a requested notice is provided or the time
frame is met.

●  That if leave is granted to an employee who is unable to perform the work required,
restoration may be denied until the employee has complied with the request to provide
medical certification of ability to return to work.

The District will post notices in conspicuous places on the District premises that provide a
summary of FMLA and information on how to file a charge for an FMLA violation.

Health care continuation.  An employee taking FMLA leave shall be entitled to have the health
care plan in which the employee is participating continue under the same terms and conditions
applicable to actively working employees.  The District shall require the repayment of any
health care premiums paid by the District for continuing coverage during the period of the
FMLA leave if the employee fails to return to work after the FMLA leave expires and the failure
to return is not due to circumstances beyond the employee's control.

Position restoration.  Upon return from FMLA leave, an employee shall be restored to the
same position held before the FMLA leave commenced or to an equivalent position with
equivalent pay, benefits, and working conditions.  The District requires an employee to provide
a medical certificate from a health care provider that the employee is able to resume work
before returning from FMLA leave for a serious personal health condition.  The District may
delay the return of an instructional employee from FMLA leave at the end of a semester, in
accordance with Section 825.602 of FMLA rules.  The District may deny restoration of position
to any key employee (i.e., one who is among the highest-paid ten percent [10%] of all
employees of the District), in accordance with Section 825.218 of FMLA rules.

Adopted:  date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:  
A.R.S.  
15-510

http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00510.htm
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Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993
29 C.F.R. Part 825
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GCCC-R 

REGULATION

PROFESSIONAL  STAFF 
LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

School District personnel who desire leaves of absence without pay must submit written
requests to their respective principals/supervisors.  Such request is to contain:

●  The inclusive dates of the absence requested.

●   The reason(s) for absence in excess of accrued sick leave, vacation leave, and/or
allotted personal leave.

●  The particular type of leave desired.

●  The staff member's statement of intent to return.

Except when, as a matter of law, approval is not required, principals/supervisors will determine
if such requests should be approved.  If approved by the principal/supervisor, further approval
will be requested in accordance with the principal's/supervisor's particular administrative
structure.

Requests for any leave of absence without pay, except those for family and medical leaves
made pursuant to Policy GCCC, and for extended military leaves taken pursuant to Policy
GCCD, must be approved by the Governing Board.

Staff members will be advised of any and all actions taken regarding the request for leave of
absence without pay.

Credit for continuous service will not accrue during the period of leave of absence without pay. 
Exception:  Employees on unpaid family and medical leaves pursuant to Policy GCCC shall be
credited with continued service during the period of such leaves to the extent required by
federal law.

Involuntary  Leave  of  Absence

The administration may apply to the Governing Board to give a certificated staff member an
involuntary leave of absence if the health problems render the staff member unfit for the
performance of assigned duties.

Political  Leave

Upon written request, certificated employees may be granted political leave in accordance with
the following provisions:

●   With three (3) weeks notice, a certificated employee may be granted up to four (4)
weeks of continuous leave without pay for the purpose of campaigning for the employee's
own election to any public office.

●  If not elected to the public office, the employee shall return to the same position held
prior to the leave.
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●  If the certificated employee is elected to the office, the Governing Board may return the
employee to the same or mutually agreed upon position until such time that the elected
term of office necessitates leaving the teaching assignment.

●   Any certificated employee may hold a public office and continue as a certificated
employee as long as it does not interfere with the contractual assignment and provided
that such continued employment would not result in a violation of law.

●  The Governing Board may, from time to time, extend to the certificated employee who
is elected to a public office a leave of absence without pay for a period not to exceed one
(1) year.

●  At the conclusion of the political leave as required by the office to which the employee
was elected, the employee may be returned to the same District position, or one mutually
agreed upon.

If such leave is granted, all rights provided by the Arizona Revised Statutes and by the policies
and regulations of the District for such employees, and all other rights of retirement, accrued
leave with pay, salary increments, and other benefits provided by law shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the termination of the leave of absence and reinstatement to
service with the District, subject to the provisions set forth in Policy GCCC.

Health  and  Hardship  Leave

Upon written request, the Governing Board may permit certificated employees to take leaves of
absence without pay for rest, restoration of health, or the alleviation of hardship involving
themselves or their immediate families, provided that:

●  Leave shall not exceed one (1) year.

●  No salary or other compensation shall be paid during the leave of absence.

If such leave is granted, all rights provided by the Arizona Revised Statutes and by the policies
and regulations of the District for such employees, and all other rights of retirement, accrued
leave with pay, salary increments, and other benefits provided by law shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the termination of the leave of absence and reinstatement to
service with the District, subject to the provisions set forth in Policy GCCC.

Study  or  Travel  Leave

No leave of absence for study and travel is accorded first-year teachers.

Upon written request, a leave of absence for study or travel may be granted by the Governing
Board provided that:

●  Leave shall not exceed one (1) year.

●  No salary or other compensation shall be paid during the leave of absence.

If leave of absence is granted, all rights provided by the Arizona Revised Statutes and by the
policies and regulations of the District for such employees, and all other rights of retirement,
accrued leave with pay, salary increments, and other benefits provided by law shall be
preserved and available to the employee after the termination of the leave of absence and
reinstatement to service with the District, subject to the provisions set forth in Policy GCCC.

Revised:  May 6, 2014
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GCCC-EA ©

EXHIBIT

PROFESSIONAL / SUPPORT  STAFF
LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

CERTIFICATION OF HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
(Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993)

When completed, this form goes to the employee.

1.  Employee's Name  _____________________________________________

2.  Patient's Name (If different from employee) __________________________

3.  A definition of "serious health condition" under the Family and Medical Leave Act is
provided near the end of this form.  Does the patient's condition1 qualify under any of the
categories described?  If so, please check the applicable category.

(1) ___  (2) ___  (3) ___  (4) ___  (5) ___  (6) ___, or None of the above ___

___________________________________________
4.  Describe the medical facts which support the patient's certification, including a brief
statement as to how the medical facts meet the criteria of the category checked above:

 

5.  a.  State the approximate date the condition commenced, and the probable
          duration of the condition (and also the probable duration of the patient's
          present incapacity2 if different):

 

     b.  Will it be necessary for the employee to take work only intermittently or
          to work on a less than full schedule as a result of the condition
          (including for treatment described in Item 6 below)?
 

          If yes, give the probable duration:
 

     c.  If the condition is a chronic condition (condition 4) or pregnancy, state
          whether the patient is presently incapacitated2 and the likely duration and
          frequency of episodes of incapacity2:

 

___________________________________________
               1      Here and elsewhere on this form, the information sought relates only to
             the condition for which the employee is taking FMLA leave.
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               2      "Incapacity," for purposes of FMLA, is defined to mean inability to work,
             attend school or perform other regular daily activities due to the serious
             health condition, treatment therefore, or recovery therefrom.

6.  a.  If additional treatments will be required for the condition, provide an
          estimate of the probable number of such treatments.
 

          If the patient will be absent from work or other daily activities because of
          treatment on an intermittent or part-time basis, also provide an
          estimate of the probable number of and interval between such treatments,
          actual or estimated dates of treatment if known, and period required
          for recovery if any:
 

     b.  If any of these treatments will be provided by another provider of health
          services (e.g., physical therapist), please state the nature of the
          treatments:
 

     c.  If a regimen of continuing treatment by the patient is required under
          your supervision, provide a general description of such regimen
          (e.g., prescription drugs, physical therapy requiring special equipment):

___________________________________________
7.  a.  If medical leave is required for the employee's absence from work
          because of the employee's own condition (including absences due
          to pregnancy or a chronic condition), is the employee unable to perform
          work of any kind?
 

     b.  If able to perform some work, is the employee unable to perform any
          one (1) or one (1) or more of the essential functions of the
          employee's job (the employee or the employer should supply you with
          information about the essential job functions)?  If yes, please list the
          essential functions the employee is unable to perform:
 

     c.  If neither a. nor b. above applies, is it necessary for the employee to be
          absent from work for treatment?

___________________________________________
8.  a.  If leave is required to care for a family member of the employee with a
          serious health condition, does the patient require assistance for basic
          medical or personal needs or safety, or for transportation?

     b.  If no, would the employee's presence to provide psychological comfort
          be beneficial to the patient or assist in the patient's recovery?

     c.  If the patient will need care only intermittently or on a part-time basis,
          please indicate the probable duration of this need:
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___________________________________________
_________________________________       _________________________
Signature of Health Care Provider                   Type of Practice

_________________________________       _________________________
Address                                                            Telephone Number

_________________________________       _________________________
                                                                         Date

_________________________________       _________________________

To be completed by the employee needing family leave to care for a family member:

State the care you will provide and an estimate of the period during which care will be provided,
including a schedule if leave is to be taken intermittently or if it will be necessary for you to work
less than a full schedule:

_________________________________       _________________________
Employee Signature                                         Date

Definitions

A "Serious Health Condition" means an illness, injury impairment, or physical or mental
condition that involves one (1) of the following:

1.  Hospital Care

Inpatient care (i.e., an overnight stay) in a hospital, hospice, or residential medical care
facility, including any period of incapacity2 or subsequent treatment in connection with or
consequent to such inpatient care.

2.  Absence Plus Treatment

    (a)  A period of incapacity2 of more than three (3) consecutive calendar
days (including any subsequent
          treatment or period of incapacity2 relating to the same condition), that also involves:

          (1)  Treatment3 two (2) or more times by a health care provider, by a 
                nurse or physician's assistant under direct supervision of a health 
                care provider, or by a provider of health care services (e.g., physical 
                therapist) under orders of, or on referral by, a health care provider; or

          (2)  Treatment by a health care provider on at least one (1) occasion 
                which results in a regimen of continuing treatment4 under the 
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                supervision of the health care provider.

3.  Pregnancy

Any period of incapacity due to pregnancy, or for prenatal care.

4.  Chronic Conditions Requiring Treatments

    A chronic condition which:

(1)  Requires periodic visits for treatment by a health care provider, or by a 
      nurse or physician's assistant under direct supervision of a health care 
      provider;

(2)  Continues over an extended period of time (including recurring 
      episodes of a single underlying condition); and

(3)  May cause episodic rather than a continuing period of incapacity2 
      (e.g., asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, etc.).

5.  Permanent/Long-term Conditions Requiring Supervision

A period of Incapacity2 which is permanent or long-term due to a condition for which
treatment may not be effective.  The employee or family member must be under the
continuing supervision of, but need not be receiving active treatment by, a health care
provider.  Examples include Alzheimer's, a severe stroke, or the terminal stages of a disease.

6.  Multiple Treatments (Non-Chronic Conditions)

Any period of absence to receive multiple treatments (including any period of recovery
therefrom) by a health care provider or by a provider of health care services under orders of, or
on referral by, a health care provider, either for restorative surgery after an accident or other
injury, or for a condition that would likely result in a period of Incapacity2 of more than
three (3) consecutive calendar days in the absence of medical intervention or treatment,
such as cancer (chemotherapy, radiation, etc.), severe arthritis (physical therapy), and kidney
disease (dialysis).

This optional form may be used by employees to satisfy a mandatory requirement to furnish a
medical certification (when requested) from a health care provider, including second or third
opinions and recertification (29 C.F.R. 825.306).

___________________________________________
    3 Treatment includes examinations to determine if a serious health condition exists and
evaluations of the condition.  Treatment does not include routine physical examinations, eye
examinations, or dental examinations.

    4  A regimen of continuing treatment includes, for example, a course of prescription medication
(e.g., an antibiotic) or therapy requiring special equipment to resolve or alleviate the health
condition.  A regimen of treatment does not include the taking of over-the-counter medications
such as aspirin, antihistamines, or salves: or bed-rest, drinking fluids, exercise, and other
similar activities that can be initiated without a visit to a health care provider.
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GCCC-EB ©

EXHIBIT

PROFESSIONAL / SUPPORT  STAFF
LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

EMPLOYER RESPONSE TO EMPLOYEE REQUEST
FOR FAMILY OR MEDICAL LEAVE

(Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993
Optional Use Form - See 29 C.F.R. § 825.300)

Date:  ___________________________

To:     _________________________________________________________
                                                   (Employee's Name)

From: _________________________________________________________
                             (Name of Appropriate Employer Representative)

Subject:  REQUEST FOR FAMILY/MEDICAL LEAVE

On ________________________, you notified us of your need to take
                         (Date)
family/medical leave due to:

◻ The birth of a child, or the placement of a child with you for adoption
       or foster care; or

◻ A serious health condition that makes you unable to perform the 
       essential functions for your job; or

◻ A serious health condition affecting your ◻ spouse, ◻ child, 
       ◻ parent, for which you are needed to provide care; or

◻ A qualifying exigency (as the Secretary shall, by regulation, determine)
      arising out of the fact that the spouse, or a son, daughter, or parent of the
      employee is on active duty (or has been notified of an impending call or
      order to active duty) in the Armed Forces in support of a contingency
      operation.

You notified us that you need this leave beginning on ____________________.                        
                                                                                                                                              (Date)

and that you expect leave to continue until on or about ___________________.
                                                                                                     (Date)

Except as explained below, you have a right under the FMLA for up to twelve (12) weeks of
unpaid leave in a twelve (12) month period for the reasons listed above.  Also, your health
benefits must be maintained during any period of unpaid leave under the same conditions as if
you continued to work, and you must be reinstated to the same or an equivalent job with the
same pay, benefits, and terms and conditions of employment on your return from leave.  If you
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do not return to work following FMLA leave for a reason other than:  1) the continuation,
recurrence, or onset of a serious health condition which would entitle you to FMLA leave; or 2)
other circumstances beyond your control, you may be required to reimburse us for our share of
health insurance premiums paid on your behalf during your FMLA leave.

This is to inform you that: (check appropriate boxes: explain where indicated)

1.  You are ◻ eligible ◻ not eligible for leave under the FMLA.

2.  The requested leave  ◻ will ◻ will not be counted against your annual
     FMLA leave entitlement.

3.  You ◻ will ◻ will not be required to furnish medical certification of a
     serious health condition.  If required, you must furnish certification by
     ________________ (insert date; must be at least fifteen [15] days after 
     you are notified of this requirement), or we may delay the commencement 
     of your leave until the certification is submitted.

4.  You may elect to substitute accrued paid leave for unpaid FMLA leave.  We 
     ◻ will ◻ will not not not require that you substitute accrued paid leave for
     unpaid FMLA leave.  If paid leave will be used, the following conditions will
     apply:  (Explain)

5.  (a)  If you normally pay a portion of the premiums for your health insurance,
           these payments will continue during the period of FMLA leave.
           Arrangements for payment have been discussed with you, and it is
           agreed that you will make premium payments as follows: (Set forth dates,
           e.g., the tenth [10th] of each month, or pay periods, etc., that specifically
           cover the agreement with the employee.)

     (b)  You have a minimum thirty (30)-day (or, indicate longer period, if
           applicable) gace period in which to make premium payments.  If payment
           is not made timely, your group health insurance may be cancelled,
           provided we notify you in writing at least fifteen (15) days before the date
           that your health coverage will lapse, or, at our option, we may pay your
           share of the the premiums during FMLA leave, and recover these pay-
           ments from you upon your return to work.  We  ◻ will ◻ will not pay
           your share of health insurance premiums while you are on leave.

     (c)  We ◻ will ◻ will not do the same with other benefits (e.g., life insurance,
           life insurance, disability insurance, etc.) while you are on FMLA leave.  If
           we do pay your premiums for other benefits, when you return from leave
           you ◻ will ◻ will not be expected to reimburse us for the payments
           made on your behalf.

6.  You  ◻ will ◻ will not be required to present a fitness-for-duty certificate
     prior to being restored to employment.  If such certification is required but not
     received, your return to work may be delayed until certification is provided.

7.  (a)  You ◻ are ◻ are not a "key employee" as described in § 825.217 of the
           FMLA regulations.  If you are a "key employee:" restoration to  employ-
           ment may be denied following FMLA leave on the grounds that such
           restoration will cause substantial and grievous economic injury to the
           District as discussed in § 825.218.
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     (b)  We o have o have not determined that restoring you to employment at
           the conclusion of FMLA leave will cause substantial and grievous
           economic harm to us.  ([a] and/or [b] may be explained if requested.  See
           §825.219 of the FMLA regulations.)

8.  While on leave, you ◻ will ◻ will not be required to furnish us with periodic
     reports every __________________________ (indicate interval of periodic
     reports, as appropriate for the particular leave situation) of your status and
     intent to return to work (see § 825.309 of the FMLA regulations).  If the
     circumstances of your leave change and you are able to return to work
     earlier than the date indicated on the reverse side of this form, you ◻ will
     ◻ will not be required to notify us at least two (2) work days prior to the date
     you intend to report to work.

9  You  ◻ will ◻ will not be required to furnish recertification relating to a
    serious health condition.  (Explain below, if necessary, including the interval
    between certifications as prescribed in §825.308 of the FMLA regulations.)

This optional use form may be used to satisfy mandatory employer requirements to provide
employees taking FMLA leave with written notice detailing specific expectations and obligations
of the employee and explaining any consequences of a failure to meet these obligations.  (29
C.F.R. 825.300(b).)
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GCCC-EC ©

EXHIBIT

PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  
LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE FAMILY AND 
MEDICAL LEAVE ACT OF 1993

The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) requires covered employers to provide up
to twelve (12) weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave to "eligible" employees for certain family
and medical reasons.  Employees are eligible if they have worked for their employer for at least
one (1) year, and for one thousand two hundred fifty (1,250) hours over the previous twelve
(12) months, and if there are at least fifty (50) employees within seventy-five (75) miles.  The
FMLA permits employees to take leave on an intermittent basis or to work a reduced schedule
under certain circumstances.

Reasons for Taking Leave

Unpaid leave must be granted for any of the following reasons:

●  To care for the employee's child after birth, or placement for adoption or foster care;

●   To care for the employee's spouse, son or daughter, or parent who has a serious
health condition; or

●   For a serious health condition that makes the employee unable to perform the
employee's job.

At the employee's or employer's option, certain kinds of paid leave may be substituted for
unpaid leave.

Advance Notice and Medical Certification

The employee may be required to provide advance leave notice and medical certification. 
Taking of leave may be denied if requirements are not met.

●  The employee ordinarily must provide thirty (30) days advance notice when the leave
is "foreseeable."

●  An employer may require medical certification to support a request for leave because
of a serious health condition, and may require second or third opinions (at the employer's
expense) and a fitness for duty report to return to work.

Job Benefits and Protection:

●   For the duration of FMLA leave, the employer must maintain the employee's health
coverage under any "group health plan."

●  Upon return from FMLA leave, most employees must be restored to their original or
equivalent positions with equivalent pay, benefits, and other employment terms.
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●   The use of FMLA leave cannot result in the loss of any employment benefit that
accrued prior to the start of an employee's leave.

Unlawful Acts by Employers

FMLA makes it unlawful for any employer to:

●  interfere with, restrain, or deny the exercise of any right provided under FMLA.

●  discharge or discriminate against any person for opposing any practice made unlawful
by FMLA or for involvement in any proceeding under or relating to FMLA.

Enforcement:

●  The U.S. Department of Labor is authorized to investigate and resolve complaints of
violations.

●  An eligible employee may bring a civil action against an employer for violations.

FMLA does not affect any federal or state law prohibiting discrimination, or supersede any state
or local law or collective bargaining agreement which provides greater family or medical leave
rights.

For Additional Information

If you have access to the Internet visit the FMLA website: http://www.dol.gov/esa/whd/fmla.  To
locate your nearest Wage-Hour Office, telephone the Wage-Hour toll-free information and help
line at 1-866-4USWAGE (1-866-487-9243): a customer service representative is available to
assist you with referral information from 8am to 5pm in your time zone; or log onto the following
at http://www.wagehour.dol.gov.

A Spanish translation of this form may be downloaded 
http://www.dol.gov/whd/fmla/index.htm
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GCCC-ED ©

EXHIBIT

PROFESSIONAL / SUPPORT  STAFF
LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

MILITARY FAMILY LEAVE

The National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2008 (NDAA), Public Law 110-181, Section
585(a), amended the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) to provide eligible
employees working for covered employers two (2) important new leave rights related to military
service:

(1)  New Qualifying Reason for Leave.  Eligible employees are entitled to up to twelve (12)
weeks of leave because of "any qualifying exigency" arising out of the fact that the spouse, son,
daughter, or parent of the employee is on active duty, or has been notified of an impending call
to active duty status, in support of a contingency operation.  By the terms of the statute, this
provision requires the Secretary of Labor to issue regulations defining "any qualifying
exigency."  In the interim, employers are encouraged to provide this type of leave to qualifying
employees.

(2)  New Leave Entitlement.  An eligible employee who is the spouse, son, daughter, parent,
or next of kin of a covered servicemember who is recovering from a serious illness or injury
sustained in the line of duty on active duty is entitled to up to twenty-six (26) weeks of leave in a
single twelve (12)-month period to care for the servicemember.  This provision became
effective immediately upon enactment.  This military caregiver leave is available during "a
single twelve (12)-month period" during which an eligible employee is entitled to a combined
total of twenty-six (26) weeks of all types of FMLA leave.

Additional information on the amendments and a version of Title I of the FMLA with the new
statutory language incorporated are available on the FMLA amendments Web site at
http://www.dol.gov/esa/whd/fmla/ NDAA_fmla.htm.

A Spanish translation of this form may be downloaded
at http://www.dol.gov/whd/fmla/index.htm
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GCCC-EE ©

EXHIBIT

PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  
LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

FACT SHEET NO. 28: 
THE FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT OF 1993

The U.S. Department of Labor's Employment Standards Administration, Wage and Hour
Division, administers and enforces the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) for all private,
state and local government employees, and some federal employees.  Most federal and certain
congressional employees are also covered by the law and are subject to the jurisdiction of the
U.S. Office of Personnel Management or the Congress.

The FMLA became effective on August 5, 1993 for most employers and entitles eligible
employees to take up to twelve (12) weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave in a twelve (12)-
month period for specified family and medical reasons.  Amendments to the FMLA by the
National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2008 (NDAA).  Public Law 110-181, expanded the
FMLA to allow eligible employees to take up to twelve (12) weeks of job-protected leave in the
applicable twelve (12)-month period for any "qualifying exigency" arising out of the fact that a
covered military member is on active duty, or has been notified of an impending call or order to
active duty, in support of a contingency operation.  The NDAA also amended the FMLA to allow
eligible employees to take up to twenty-six (26) weeks of job-protected leave in a "single twelve
(12)-month period" to care for a covered servicemember with a serious injury or illness.

Employer  Coverage

FMLA applies to all public agencies, including state, local and federal employers, local
education agencies (schools), and private-sector employers who employed fifty (50) or more
employees in twenty (20) or more workweeks in the current or preceding calendar year,
including joint employers and successors of covered employers.

Employee  Eligibility

To be eligible for FMLA benefits, an employee must:

●  work for a covered employer;

●  have worked for the employer for a total of twelve (12) months;

●  have worked at least one thousand two hundred fifty (1,250) hours over the previous
twelve (12) months; and

●  work at a location in the United States or in any territory or possession of the United
States where at least fifty (50) employees are employed by the employer within seventy-
five (75) miles.

While the twelve (12) months of employment need not be consecutive, employment periods
prior to a break in service of seven (7) years or more need not be counted unless the break is
occasioned by the employee's fulfillment of his or her National Guard or Reserve military
obligation (as protected under the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights
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Act (USERRA)), or a written agreement, including a collective bargaining agreement, exists
concerning the employer's intention to rehire the employee after the break in service.  See,
special rules  for returning reservists under USERRA.

Leave  Entitlement

A covered employer must grant an eligible employee up to a total of twelve (12) workweeks of
unpaid leave during any twelve (12)-month period for one (1) or more of the following reasons:

●  For the birth and care of a newborn child of the employee;

●  For placement with the employee of a son or daughter for adoption or foster care;

●  To care for a spouse, son, daughter, or parent with a serious health condition;

●   To take medical leave when the employee is unable to work because of a serious
health condition; or

●   For qualifying exigencies arising out of the fact that the employee's spouse, son,
daughter, or parent is on active duty or call to active duty status as a member of the
National Guard or Reserves in support of a contingency operation.

A covered employer also must grant an eligible employee who is a spouse, son, daughter,
parent, or next of kin of a current member of the Armed Forces, including a member of the
National Guard or Reserves, with a serious injury or illness up to a total of twenty-six (26)
workweeks of unpaid leave during a "single twelve (12)-month period" to care for the
servicemember.

Spouses employed by the same employer are limited in the amount of family leave they may
take for the birth and care of a newborn child, placement of a child for adoption or foster care,
or to care for a parent who has a serious health condition to a combined total of twelve (12)
weeks (or twenty-six [26] weeks if leave to care for a covered servicemember with a serious
injury or illness is also used).  Leave for birth and care, or placement for adoption or foster care,
must conclude within twelve (12) months of the birth or placement.

Under some circumstances, employees may take FMLA leave intermittently - taking leave in
separate blocks of time for a single qualifying reason - or on a reduced leave schedule -
reducing the employee's usual weekly or daily work schedule.  When leave is needed for
planned medical treatment, the employee must make a reasonable effort to schedule treatment
so as not to unduly disrupt the employer's operation.  If FMLA leave is for birth and care, or
placement for adoption or foster care, use of intermittent leave is subject to the employer's
approval.

Under certain conditions, employees or employers may choose to "substitute" (run
concurrently) accrued paid leave (such as sick or vacation leave) to cover some or all of the
FMLA leave.  An employee's ability to substitute accrued paid leave is determined by the terms
and conditions of the employer's normal leave policy.

"Serious health condition" means an illness, injury, impairment, or physical or mental condition
that involves either:

●  Inpatient care (i.e., an overnight stay) in a hospital, hospice, or residential medical-care
facility, including any period of incapacity (i.e., inability to work, attend school, or perform
other regular daily activities) or subsequent treatment in connection with such inpatient
care; or
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●  Continuing treatment by a health care provider, which includes:

■  A period of incapacity lasting more than three (3) consecutive, full calendar days,
and any subsequent treatment or period of incapacity relating to the same
condition, that also includes:

⇒  treatment two (2) or more times by or under the supervision of a health
care provider (i.e., in-person visits, the first within seven (7) days and both
within thirty (30) days of the first day of incapacity); or

⇒  one (1) treatment by a health care provider (i.e., an in-person visit within
seven (7) days of the first day of incapacity) with a continuing regimen of
treatment (e.g., prescription medication, physical therapy); or

■  Any period of incapacity related to pregnancy or for prenatal care.  A visit to the
health care provider is not necessary for each absence; or

■  Any period of incapacity or treatment for a chronic serious health condition which
continues over an extended period of time, requires periodic visits (at least twice a
year) to a health care provider, and may involve occasional episodes of incapacity. 
A visit to a health care provider is not necessary for each absence; or

■  A period of incapacity that is permanent or long-term due to a condition for which
treatment may not be effective.  Only supervision by a health care provider is
required, rather than active treatment; or

■   Any absences to receive multiple treatments for restorative surgery or for a
condition that would likely result in a period of incapacity of more than three (3)
days if not treated.

Maintenance  of  Health  Benefits

A covered employer is required to maintain group health insurance coverage for an employee
on FMLA leave whenever such insurance was provided before the leave was taken and on the
same terms as if the employee had continued to work.  If applicable, arrangements will need to
be made for employees to pay their share of health insurance premiums while on leave.  In
some instances, the employer may recover premiums it paid to maintain health coverage for an
employee who fails to return to work from FMLA leave.

Job  Restoration

Upon return from FMLA leave, an employee must be restored to the employee's original job, or
to an equivalent job with equivalent pay, benefits, and other terms and conditions of
employment.  An employee's use of FMLA leave cannot result in the loss of any employment
benefit that the employee earned or was entitled to before using FMLA leave, nor be counted
against the employee under a "no fault" attendance policy.  If a bonus or other payment,
however, is based on the achievement of a specified goal such as hours worked, products sold,
or perfect attendance, and the employee has not met the goal due to FMLA leave, payment
may be denied unless it is paid to an employee on equivalent leave status for a reason that
does not qualify as FMLA leave.

An employee has no greater right to restoration or to other benefits and conditions of
employment than if the employee had been continuously employed.

Notice  and  Certification



7/31/2020 https://policy.azsba.org/asba/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0

https://policy.azsba.org/asba/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 37/55

Employee Notice

Employees seeking to use FMLA leave are required to provide thirty (30)-day advance notice of
the need to take FMLA leave when the need is foreseeable and such notice is practicable.  If
leave is foreseeable less than thirty (30) days in advance, the employee must provide notice as
soon as practicable - generally, either the same or next business day.  When the need for leave
is not foreseeable, the employee must provide notice to the employer as soon as practicable
under the facts and circumstances of the particular case.  Absent unusual circumstances,
employees must comply with the employer's usual and customary notice and procedural
requirements for requesting leave.

Employees must provide sufficient information for an employer reasonably to determine
whether the FMLA may apply to the leave request.  Depending on the situation, such
information may include that the employee is incapacitated due to pregnancy, has been
hospitalized overnight, is unable to perform the functions of the job, and/or that the employee or
employee's qualifying family member is under the continuing care of a health care provider.

When an employee seeks leave for a FMLA-qualifying reason for the first time, the employee
need not expressly assert FMLA rights or even mention the FMLA.  When an employee seeks
leave, however, due to a FMLA-qualifying reason for which the employer has previously
provided the employee FMLA-protected leave, the employee must specifically reference either
the qualifying reason for leave or the need for FMLA leave.

Employer Notice

Covered employers must post a notice approved by the Secretary of Labor explaining rights
and responsibilities under FMLA.  An employer that willfully violates this posting requirement
may be subject to a fine of up to one hundred ten dollars ($110) for each separate offense. 
Additionally, employers must either include this general notice in employee handbooks or other
written guidance to employees concerning benefits, or must distribute a copy of the notice to
each new employee upon hiring.

When an employee requests FMLA leave or the employer acquires knowledge that leave may
be for a FMLA purpose, the employer must notify the employee of his or her eligibility to take
leave, and inform the employee of his/her rights and responsibilities under FMLA.  When the
employer has enough information to determine that leave is being taken for a FMLA-qualifying
reason, the employer must notify the employee that the leave is designated and will be counted
as FMLA leave.

Certification

Employers may require that an employee's request for leave due to a serious health condition
affecting the employee or a covered family member be supported by a certification from a
health care provider.  An employer may require second or third medical opinions (at the
employer's expense) and periodic recertification of a serious health condition.  An employer
may use a health care provider, a human resource professional, a leave administrator, or a
management official - but not the employee's direct supervisor - to authenticate or clarify a
medical certification of a serious health condition.  An employer may have a uniformly-applied
policy requiring employees returning from leave for their own serious health condition to submit
a certification that they are able to resume work.  If reasonable safety concerns exist, an
employer may, under certain circumstances, require such a certification for employees
returning from intermittent FMLA leave.

Unlawful  Acts
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It is unlawful for any employer to interfere with, restrain, or deny the exercise of any right
provided by FMLA.  It is also unlawful for an employer to discharge or discriminate against any
individual for opposing any practice, or because of involvement in any proceeding, related to
FMLA.

Enforcement

The Wage and Hour Division investigates complaints.  If violations cannot be satisfactorily
resolved, the U.S. Department of Labor may bring action in court to compel compliance. 
Individuals may also be able to bring a private civil action against an employer for violations.

Other  Provisions

Special rules apply to employees of local education agencies.  Generally, these rules apply to
intermittent leave or when leave is required near the end of a school term.

Salaried executive, administrative, and professional employees of covered employers who
meet the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) criteria for exemption from minimum wage and
overtime under Regulations, 29 C.F.R. Part 541, do not lose their FLSA-exempt status by using
any unpaid FMLA leave.  This special exception to the "salary basis" requirements for FLSA's
exemption extends only to an "eligible" employee's use of leave required by FMLA.

For additional information, visit the Wage and Hour Division Website:
http://www.wagehour.dol.gov and/or call the toll-free information and helpline, available 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. in your time zone, 1-866- 4USWAGE (1-866-487-9243).
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GDC 
SUPPORT  STAFF  

LEAVES  AND  ABSENCES

Leaves  and  Vacations

Employed personnel of the District may wish or be required to be absent for several reasons:

●  Those beyond their control, such as personal illness or injury (including pregnancy),
jury duty, military service, or emergencies.

●   Those governed by compassion or conviction, such as family illness, bereavement,
religious observance, and other personal reasons.

●   Those stemming from occupational status, such as attendance at meetings,
conventions, in-service training courses and seminars, and other patterns of additional
study when approved by the Superintendent and/or the Governing Board.

●  Those provided by scheduled vacations.

The Governing Board recognizes that absences for any such reasons are justifiable and will, to
the extent that the welfare of the educational program and the fiscal resources of the School
District will allow, look with favor upon establishing mutually agreeable arrangements for such
employee absences.  The Governing Board shall also authorize the award of leaves of absence
that are required by law.

Unauthorized  Leave

Definition:

●  Unauthorized leave may include, but is not limited to, individual or collective refusals to
provide service, unauthorized use of sick leave, unauthorized use of other leave benefits,
nonattendance at required meetings, and failure to perform assigned supervisory
functions at school-sponsored activities.

●   An employee is deemed to be on unauthorized leave at such time and on such
occasions as the employee may be absent from required duties.

Disciplinary action:

●  Unauthorized leave shall constitute a breach of contract and, therefore, may result in
the initiation of such disciplinary action, including dismissal, as may be deemed
appropriate.

●  Beginning on the first day of unauthorized leave, no warrant shall be drawn in favor of
any employee who has not faithfully performed all duties prescribed, except as to duties
that have already been performed.

Verification of absence:

●  The Superintendent, associate to the Superintendent, or supervisor of the employee
may require a physician's statement or other verification as to an employee's claimed sick
leave or other reason for absence.  For leave requests other than those made for family
and medical leaves of absence, such verification shall be made within five (5) days of the
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absence.  For family and medical leaves of absence, such verification shall be made
within fifteen (15) days of requests therefor.

Leaves  with  Pay

Upon the successful completion of the probationary period and with approval by the employee's
supervisor, paid sick leave may be granted for the following purposes, subject to specific
criteria set forth elsewhere in these policies or regulations:

●  Personal illness or injury, which includes pregnancy-related conditions.

●  Family illness; quarantine.

With approval by the employee's supervisor, paid leave may be granted for the following
purposes, subject to specific criteria set forth elsewhere in District policy:

●  Bereavement leave.

●  Jury duty and material witness service (see Policy GDCD).

●  Religious observance (not more than three [3] days per year).

●  Professional leave approved by the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee
in accordance with Policy GDCE.

Paid leave shall be granted for the following purposes, subject to specific criteria set forth
elsewhere in District policy:

●  Military leave associated with the Arizona National Guard for a period not to exceed
that which is specified in the employee's military orders.

●  Paid leave to which an employee who is eligible for family and medical leave is entitled
if the employee elects to substitute paid leave for all or a portion of otherwise unpaid
family and medical leave (see Policy GDCCA).

Adopted:  date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:  
A.R.S.  
15-341

http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00341.htm
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GDCA
SUPPORT  STAFF 

SICK  LEAVE

Note:  Per Governing Board Policy GCCAA (Professional/Support Staff Earned Paid Sick
Time), the first forty (40) hours of accrued sick leave each fiscal year will also be deemed
"Earned Paid Sick Time" in accordance with the "Fair Wages and Healthy Families Act." 
Please see Policy GCCAA for its application.

Personal  Illness

The term personal illness includes pregnancy, pregnancy-related issues, and other related
medical conditions, and all conditions described as "Family illness; Quarantine," set forth below.

Eligibility

Career staff personnel employed twenty (20) hours per week or more are eligible for
accumulated sick leave.  Career staff personnel employed for less than twenty (20) hours per
week and temporary employees are not eligible for Earned Paid Sick Time per policy GBC.

Probationary career employees will be allowed to accrue and use their accrued sick leave
during the probationary period.

Earned  Sick  Leave

Eligible employees are entitled to earn paid sick leave based on their regularly assigned daily
hours worked at the rate of 0.03847 hours of sick leave for each hour worked up to a maximum
of eight (8) days per year for academic-year employees and up to a maximum of ten (10) days
per year for fiscal-year employees.

Sick leave may be taken in no less than one-quarter (1/4) hour increments.

Deductions  upon  Exhaustion 
of  Sick  Leave

A nonexempt staff employee, as defined in Policy GDA, will not be paid for hours that such
employee is absent from work due to personal illness, once the employee's total earned sick
leave and allotted personal leave have been exhausted.

When an exempt staff employee, as defined in Policy GDA, has exhausted the employee's total
earned sick leave and allotted personal leave, the District may deduct pay from such
employee's salary for the time of the employee's absence in excess of the employee's earned
sick leave and allotted personal leave.

Unpaid  Extended  Leave

An employee who has used the total allowed paid sick leave may be placed on an unpaid
extended leave of absence status by applying for such leave in accordance with Policy GDCC,
Support Staff Leaves of Absence without Pay.

Sick  Leave  Accrual

There is no limit to the amount of sick leave that may be accrued.  Accrued sick leave may be
accumulated from year to year.
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Upon retirement, resignation, or termination for other cause, the District will pay for all unused
sick leave at the rate established by the Governing Board for such purpose.  

Approved  Sick  Leave

Eligible employees may be granted sick leave when they are unable to perform their duties
because of personal illness or injury, or because they must be absent from work for the
purpose of obtaining health-related services not available before or after regular working hours.

If an employee has exhausted all personal leave time, the employee may request one (1)
additional day of accrued paid sick leave to be converted to a personal leave day with the
approval of the site administrator or immediate supervisor.

Approved  Absence  without  Pay

With approval by the supervisor, employees not eligible for sick leave benefits may be absent
without pay because of personal illness or injury or for the purpose of obtaining health-related
services available only during regular working hours.

Substitution  of  Sick  Leave  for 
Family  and  Medical  Leave

At an employee's option, earned sick leave may be substituted for otherwise unpaid family and
medical leave when such leave is taken because of an eligible employee's own serious health
condition that renders the employee unable to perform the functions of the assigned position or
the serious health condition of the employee's spouse, child, or parent, in accordance with
Policy GDCCA.  If an employee elects to substitute paid sick leave for family and medical
leave, restrictions on the use of paid sick leave set forth herein that are contrary to those set
forth in Policy GDCCA shall not apply.  An employee electing such substitution need only
comply with any notice requirements applicable to the use of paid sick leave, and not with the
more stringent notice and certification requirements set forth in Policy GDCCA, unless the
employee's paid leave period is followed by a period of unpaid family and medical leave.  The
limitations on the use of sick leave applicable to employees who have abortions shall remain
applicable to the substitution of paid sick leave for family and medical leave in accordance with
Policy GDCCA.

Procedure  and  Controls

Sick leave should be approved in advance whenever possible.  Sudden illness that results in
absence must be reported to the employee's supervisor as early as possible.  Family and
medical leave taken pursuant to Policy GDCCA is subject to the requirements and procedures
set forth therein.

If there is reason to believe that sick leave is being abused, the employee's supervisor may
require verification of illness by means of a physician's statement or through other appropriate
methods.  If it is determined by the District that the sick leave is being abused, such sick leave
benefits shall be reduced or terminated with respect to that occurrence immediately.

The Human Resources Department will periodically review sick leave usage and submit reports
to supervisors.

Illness  during  Vacation or 
Authorized  Holiday
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Eligible staff members who become ill during periods of authorized vacation leave may request
conversion of that portion to sick leave.  It is the responsibility of the employee to report such
illness to the immediate supervisor.  Supervisors are authorized to make such changes and
may do so on the time report form in the same manner by which they charge sick leave in other
situations.

If an authorized holiday falls within a period of absence caused by illness, sick leave for the
holiday period will not be charged to an employee.  It is the responsibility of the employee to
report such illness to the immediate supervisor.

Addendum

Federal policy, when in conflict with this policy, shall apply to staff members who are employed
under federal regulations.

Family Illness; Quarantine

Family Illness:

With approval by the principal or the supervisor, an employee may be absent because of illness
in the family (family to be defined by the employee) provided that such absence shall be
deducted from the employee's sick leave.

At an employee's option, paid sick leave for family illness may be substituted for all or a portion
of otherwise unpaid family and medical leave taken by an eligible employee to care for a
spouse, child or parent with a serious health condition pursuant to Policy GCCC.  Such
substitution is not subject to principal or supervisor approval.

Should there be reason to believe that absence due to family illness is being abused, the
employee's supervisor may require verification of illness by means of a physican's statement or
through other appropriate methods.  If it is determined that the absence due to family illness if
being abused, such sick leave benefits shall be reduced or terminated with respect to that
occurrence immediately.

Quarantine:

In case of absence due to quarantine, the employee may receive full pay to the extent of all
earned sick leave. Once all accumulated leave is exhausted, an employee who remains under
quarantine will be granted leave of absence without pay for the duration of the quarantine.

Adopted:  July 11, 2017

LEGAL REF.: 
A.R.S.
15-187
15-502

CROSS REF.: 
GCCAA - Professional/Support Staff Earned Paid Sick Time

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00502.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=992&z2collection=amphitheater
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GDCA-R 

REGULATION

SUPPORT  STAFF
SICK  LEAVE

Family  Illness

With approval by the supervisor, an employee may be absent because of illness in the family
(family to be defined by the employee) provided that such absence shall be deducted from the
employee's sick leave.

At an employee's option, paid sick leave for family illness may be substituted for all or a portion
of otherwise unpaid family and medical leave taken by an eligible employee to care for a
spouse, child, or parent with a serious health condition pursuant to Policy GDCCA.  Such
substitution is not subject to principal or supervisor approval.

Should there be reason to believe that absence due to family illness is being abused, the
employee's supervisor may require verification of illness by means of a physician's statement or
through other appropriate methods.  If it is determined by the District that the absence due to
family illness is being abused, such sick leave benefits shall be reduced or terminated with
respect to that occurrence immediately.

Quarantine

In case of absence after the probationary period due to quarantine, the employee may receive
full pay to the extent of all earned sick leave.  Once all accumulated sick leave is exhausted
and the employee remains under quarantine, the employee will be granted leave of absence
without pay for the duration of the quarantine.

Extended  Absence

The human resources division is called to make provision for a substitute as may be needed in
an extended absence.

Sick Leave Buyback:

●   A support staff employee who received pay for accrued sick leave at the time of
termination shall, if reemployed within six (6) weeks of the next consecutive school year,
be provided an opportunity to buy back the same number of accrued days of sick leave at
the same monetary rate for which the District paid the employee at the time of
termination.  However, an administrative charge of one (1) day of accrued sick leave will
be assessed in the event of a buyback.

●  For example, an employee who received sick leave compensation for eight (8) days at
the rate of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per day for a total of two hundred dollars ($200.00)
at the time of termination will be allowed to buy back seven (7) days (eight [8] days minus
the one [1]-day charge) for two hundred dollars ($200.00).  An employee will not be
allowed to buy back either less days or more days than the employee received
compensation for at termination.

●   Support staff employees must make such decision and repayment within three (3)
weeks of reemployment.  The decision to take advantage of this opportunity must be
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relayed promptly to the payroll office and repayment will be accepted by the payroll office
in the form of a personal check made out to Amphitheater Public Schools.

●  A support staff employee who did not work a full contract year and, therefore, did not
receive sick leave payoff at the time of termination, if reemployed within six (6) weeks of
the next consecutive fiscal and/or school year will be credited with any sick leave accrual
on the books at the time of termination as stipulated by individual attendance records.

Revised:  May 6, 2014
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GDCA-E

EXHIBIT

SUPPORT  STAFF
SICK  LEAVE

PAYMENT FOR  UNUSED SICK LEAVE UPON SEPARATION

If one (1) year notice is not provided, the District reserves the right to delay the payment until
budget capacity is available.

 

Hired before
1/1/1984

Hired on or after 1/1/1984
but before 7/1/1998

Hired on or
after 7/1/1998
with at least 7 years
of service

Retiring

Classified

Daily rate of pay,
not to exceed
$144.74 per day

Daily rate of pay, not to
exceed $144.74 per day,
up to 150 days

$85 per day at the
time of separation, up
to 100 days

Separating
Without
Retiring

Classified

Daily rate of pay,
not to exceed
$144.74 per day

$55 per day, or daily rate
of pay, whichever is lower,
up to 150 days, or accrued
days at 6/30/1998,
whichever is greater

$42.50 per day, up to
100 days

There is no sick leave payout for employees with less than seven (7) years of service at time of
separation.

For questions regarding your sick leave payout, please contact your Payroll Specialist.
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GDCB 
SUPPORT  STAFF  PERSONAL / 

EMERGENCY / RELIGIOUS  LEAVE

Employed personnel may wish or be required to be absent for personal, emergency, or
religious reasons.  The Superintendent shall prepare regulations for these purposes.

Adopted:  date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:  
A.R.S.  
15-510

http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00510.htm
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GDCB-R 

REGULATION

SUPPORT  STAFF  PERSONAL / 
EMERGENCY / RELIGIOUS  LEAVE

Emergency  Leave

With approval by the supervisor, an employee may be absent for urgent, private business
provided that there shall be deducted from salary an amount equal to the employee's daily rate
of pay times the number of days absent, or to have deducted from salary an amount equal to
the daily rate of a support staff substitute pay times the number of days absent, whichever is
most advantageous to the employee.  If the emergency leave taken falls on the day before a
vacation or holiday, there will be no loss of vacation or holiday pay.

Personal  Leave

Four (4) days of personal leave may be granted annually to eligible personnel.  Said personal
leave may be taken in increments of no less than fifteen (15) minutes.  Such leave is accorded
without loss of pay during each school year.  Unused personal leave days, or portions thereof,
will be added to the following year's accumulated sick leave.

The need for this leave shall be determined by the individual.  Approval of leave shall be
determined by the following:

●  Each individual school/department may have at least two (2) staff members, but may
not have more than ten percent (10%) of the staff, on personal leave on any given day.

●  Personal leave will not be available when the leave would result in disruption of District
services.

At an employee's option, paid personal leave may be substituted, without the restrictions on the
use thereof set forth herein, for all or a portion of otherwise unpaid family and medical leave
taken by an eligible employee in accordance with Policy GDCCA.  If an employee elects to
substitute paid personal leave for otherwise unpaid family and medical leave, the employee
need only comply with any notice requirements applicable to the use of paid personal leave,
and not with the more stringent notice and certification requirements set forth in Policy GDCCA,
unless the employee's paid leave period is followed by a period of unpaid family and medical
leave.

Procedure:

●  The following procedure will apply when requesting and utilizing personal leave days:

■  The employee may request this leave verbally from the principal or immediate
supervisor for approval.

■   A written record of this leave will be kept at each school/department for
verification of exact number leave days taken.

■  Personal leave time will be recorded on the time report form in the appropriate
manner.
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Deductions upon exhaustion of personal leave:

●  A non-exempt staff employee (as defined in Policy GDC) will not be paid for hours that
such employee is absent from work on personal business, once such employee has
exhausted the employee's total allotted personal leave.

●   When an exempt staff employee (as defined in Policy GDC) has exhausted the
employee's total allotted personal leave, the District may deduct pay from such
employee's salary for the time of the employee's absence in excess of the employee's
allotted personal leave.

Religious  Observance  Leave

The District does not grant special religious observance holidays.  Religious holidays may be
taken in conjunction with personal leave, vacation leave or as an unpaid excused day.
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GDCC 
SUPPORT  STAFF  LEAVES  OF   

ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

With approval by the Governing Board, leaves of absence without pay may be granted for the
following purposes, subject to specific criteria set forth elsewhere in District policy:

●  Extended Personal illness or injury leave, which includes pregnancy-related conditions,
in accordance with Policy GDCA.

●  Political leave in accordance with Policy GDCCA.

●  Health and Hardship leave in accordance with Policy GDCCA.

●  Study or Travel leave in accordance with Policy GDCCA.

●  Involuntary leave in accordance with District policy.

As required by federal law, a leave of absence without pay shall be granted to eligible
employees under the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993.  Such leaves are subject to the
conditions and restrictions set forth in Policy GCCC.

As required by state and federal law, the Governing Board shall not refuse to permit members
of the Arizona National Guard or a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States
to take unpaid leaves of absence for the purpose of complying with orders of this state or the
United States for active duty, or to attend camps, maneuvers, formations, or armory drills.

Criteria for leave of absence without pay shall include:

●  Assurance by the supervisor that the duties and responsibilities of the position can be
reassigned or filled by a temporary employee.

●  Completion of the probationary period, unless special circumstances (e.g., emergency,
illness) warrants a waiver of this requirement.  If such a waiver is granted, the
probationary period shall be extended a period of time equal to that of the leave.

●   Endorsement of the supervisor's recommendation by the appropriate associate
superintendent.

●  Approval by the Governing Board.

Leaves of absence without pay include personal illness extending beyond accrued sick leave
time.

Leave of absence without pay may be granted upon written application stating the purpose of
the leave of absence, the facts as to its necessity or advisability, the length of the leave of
absence, and other information helpful to the administration in making a determination as to
whether the leave should be granted.

Leave shall begin at a time determined cooperatively by the division/department supervisor and
the employee.  In the event of lack of agreement, final judgment shall be made by the
supervisor.
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An employee shall be eligible for up to a one (1) year leave of absence without pay, whether
continuous or cumulative, once every third calendar year of employment.  No leave of absence
without pay shall be granted for any period of time in excess of one (1) year.

When leave of absence without pay is granted, the following stipulations shall apply:

●  An employee who has taken leave must return to work at the time agreed upon.  An
employee who for some reason is not able to return at said time must keep in touch with
the human resources division and the supervisor as to the progress of the employee's
condition or circumstances.

●  The employee must notify human resources and the supervisor, in writing, of intention
to resume employment as soon as possible.

●   An employee on leave of absence without pay shall be reinstated to the former or
essentially equal position at a compensation rate not less than the former rate, contingent
upon availability of a position and funds.

All rights of seniority, retirement, accrued sick leave, and all other benefits provided by the
Governing Board that the employee had at the time leave was taken shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the leave of absence has ended, subject to the provisions
contained in the preceding paragraphs.

Violations

Leaves of absence without pay, if granted, shall be for specified purposes only.  Unless
specifically permitted in writing, employees on leave without pay shall not engage in other
employment or in any other conduct not permitted by the terms of the leave without pay.  A
violation of this provision may result in dismissal.

Adopted:  date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:  
A.R.S.  
15-510
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993
29 C.F.R. Part 825

http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00510.htm
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GDCC-R 

REGULATION

SUPPORT  STAFF  LEAVES  OF 
ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY

A staff member who desires a leave of absence without pay must submit a written request to
the supervisor.  Such requests are to contain:

●  The inclusive dates of the absence requested.

●   The reason(s) for absence in excess of any accrued sick leave, allotted personal
leave, and/or vacation leave.

●  The particular type of leave desired.

●  The staff member's statement of intent to return.

Except when, as a matter of law, approval is not required, principals/supervisors will determine
if the request should be approved.  If approved by the principal/supervisor, that individual will
request further approval in accordance with the particular administrative structure.

Staff members will be advised of any and all actions taken regarding their requests for leave of
absence without pay.

Continuous service will not accrue during the period of leave of absence without pay. 
Exception:  Employees on unpaid family and medical leaves pursuant to Policy GCCC shall be
credited with continued service during the period of such leaves to the extent required by
federal law.

Extended  Leave

Extended leave of absence without pay is any leave of absence without pay in excess of two
(2) pay periods.

A staff member requesting an extended leave of absence without pay must submit the request
through the immediate supervisor, using the Personnel Action form.  This form may be obtained
from the human resources division.

No extended leave will be approved for a period of more than one (1) year.  Continuous service
will not accrue during the period of extended leave of absence without pay.  Exception: 
Employees on unpaid family and medical leaves pursuant to Policy GCCC shall be credited
with continued service during the period of such leaves to the extent required by federal law.

All requests for extended leaves of absence without pay that are not required by law must be
approved by the Governing Board.

Short-Term  Leave

A leave of absence consisting of a time span of less than two (2) pay periods may be granted
by the supervisor or associate superintendent of the division by indicating the dates on the time
cards.
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Involuntary  Leave  of  Absence

The administration may apply to the Governing Board to give a support staff member an
involuntary leave of absence if personal health renders the staff member unfit for the
performance of assigned duties, in accordance with District policy.

Political  Leave

Upon written request, the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee may grant support
staff employees political leave in accordance with the following provisions:

●  With three (3) weeks notice, a support staff employee may be granted up to four (4)
weeks of continuous leave without pay for the purpose of campaigning for the employee's
own election to any public office.

●  If not elected to the public office, the employee shall return to the same position held
prior to the leave.

●  If elected to the office, the Governing Board may return the employee to the same or a
mutually agreed upon position until such time that the elected term of office necessitates
leaving the current assignment.

●  Any support staff employee may hold a public office and continue as a support staff
employee as long as it does not interfere with the contractual assignment to the District
and provided that such continued employment would not result in a violation of law.

●  The Superintendent may, from time to time, extend to a support staff employee who is
elected to a public office a leave of absence without pay for a period not to exceed one
(1) year.

●  At the conclusion of the political leave as required by the office to which the employee
was elected, the employee may be returned to the former position, or one mutually
agreed upon.

All rights of seniority, retirement, accrued sick leave, and other benefits provided by the
Governing Board that the employee had at the time leave was taken shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the leave of absence has ended, subject to the provisions set
forth in Policy GDCC.

Health  and  Hardship  Leave

Upon written request, the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee may permit support
staff employees to take leaves of absence without pay for rest, restoration of health, or the
alleviation of hardship involving themselves or their immediate families, provided that:

●  Such leave shall not exceed one (1) year.

●  No salary or other compensation shall be paid during the leave of absence.

All rights of seniority, retirement, accrued sick leave, and other benefits provided by the
Governing Board that the employee had at the time leave was taken shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the leave of absence has ended, subject to the provisions set
forth in Policy GDCCA.

Study  or  Travel  Leave
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No leave of absence for study and travel is accorded first-year employees.

Upon written request, the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee may grant support
staff employees leaves of absence without pay for the purpose of study or travel, provided that:

●  Such leave shall not exceed one (1) year.

●  No salary or other compensation shall be paid during the leave of absence.

All rights of seniority, retirement, accrued sick leave, and other benefits provided by the
Governing Board that the employee had at the time leave was taken shall be preserved and
available to the employee after the leave of absence has ended, subject to the provisions set
forth in Policy GDCCA.

Revised:  May 6, 2014
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GDCCA ©
SUPPORT  STAFF  FMLA  LEAVE

(Family and Medical Leave Act)

Refer to Policy GCCC.

https://policy.azsba.org/asba/docid=358&z2collection=amphitheater#JD_GCCC

